
Government Services

Navy Closes Yokohama Hospitals
The Surgeon-General of the Navy has ordered the U. S.

Naval Hospital at Yokohama, Japan, closed in the interest
of economy. Lack of demand for hospital facilities in Japan
has been falling off in recent years and Navy Department
decided that there was no occasion for a continuation of this
institution. Capt. Raymond Spear, U. S. Navy Medical Corps,
who has been in command, will be transferred to other duties
with his assistants.

Senate Committee Reports Favorably Reserve
Retirement Bill

The Senate Military Affairs Committee has reported favor¬
ably to the Senate the Bursum bill calling for the retirement
of disabled emergency and reserve officers on the same
financial status as the officers of the regular military estab¬
lishment. Quite a number of emergency medical officers
wounded and disabled as a result of their service in the
World War will be benefited should the measure pass both
houses of Congress and become a law. Senator Bursum
introduced the proposed act on the claim that the country
was not living up to the provisions of the Army reorganiza¬
tion and the draft act that stated that all officers and enlisted
men would be placed on the same footing as regards pen¬
sions after their entrance into the Army.

Distinguished Service Medal to Colonel Reynolds
and Lieutenant Hull

President Harding has awarded the distinquished service
medal to Col. Frederick P. Reynolds, Medical Corps, U. S.
Army, for meritorious services as a surgeon of the advanced
section, service of supply, American Expeditionary Forces.
He is from Elmira, N. Y. For extraordinary heroism in
action near Cormicy, France, May 27, 1918, Lieut. Alson J.
Hull, U. S. Medical Corps, has also been awarded the dis¬
tinguished service cross. He is from Troy, N. Y., and was
attached to the Fourth South Staffords, British army, in
action.

Flight Surgeons
Seven students have recently graduated and received the

rating of flight surgeons from the School of Flight Surgeons,
at the American Army Medical Research Laboratory, Mitchel
Field, Long Island, N. Y.

Changes in Naval Medical Corps
Capt. James S. Taylor, M. C, U. S. Navy, in charge of

the division of Naval medical publications, and editor of the
Naval Medical Bulletin, was detached from the Bureau of
Medicine and Surgery, July 15, and assigned to duty as med¬
ical officer of the Navy Yard, Philadelphia. He will be
relieved by Capt. Frank L. Pleadwell, recently fleet surgeon,
on the staff of Admiral Wilson. In addition to his work on

the Naval medical publications, Captain Pleadwell will have
charge also of the educational activities of the Medical Corps.

Public Health Institute
The proposed public health institute which the U. S. Pub¬

lic Health Service contemplated holding in Washington, D. C,
during the fall of 1921, has been indefinitely postponed. This
action has been decided on after several conferences between
officers of the service and officers of the American Public
Health Association.

Public Health Service Takes Over Navy Hospital
The U. S. Public Health Service has taken over the man¬

agement of the Navy Camp and Hospital at Gulfport, Miss.
It will be used for the care and treatment of shell shock
soldier patients. Owing to some technical difficulties now in
progress of clearing up, no lease has yet been signed for the
property. Surgeon G. A. Kempf of the U. S. Public Health
Service has taken charge of the hospital with Passed Assis¬
tant Surgeon V. L. Mahoney as executive officer.

PARIS
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

June 10, 1921.
International Conference on Epizootic Diseases

Last October, following the appearance of cattle plague in
Belgium, the Comit\l=e'\ consultatif des \l=e'\pizooties of France
requested, at the suggestion of its president, that the various
governments be invited to appoint delegates to a conference
for the purpose of deciding on the proper measures to be
taken to prevent, or at least to check the progress of, epizootic
diseases. The minister of agriculture, recognizing the value
of the suggestion, submitted it to the ministerial council, by
which corresponding action was taken. Invitations were

promptly sent to foreign governments with the result that
they readily entered into the plan. Forty-two countries,
colonies or dominions, besides France, expressed their
approval and were represented at the conference. In 1871,
exceptional conditions analogous to those of today were the
occasion for a conference of like nature. The Austrian
government at that time took the initiative with the view to

establishing uniform rules concerning the prevention of cattle
plague, which was spreading over central Europe, Belgium
and a large part of France. The Vienna conference worked
out a set of regulations of international scope, but, owing to
the disappearance of the disease, it was not published. How¬
ever, the principles therein set forth have served as a basis
for all modern legislation on the subject. The conference of
1921 was different from that of 1871 both on account of the
large number of governments that took part in it and thus
gave it an almost international character, and also because
its program was not limited to the adoption of efficacious
measures for combating the cattle plague. The French dele¬
gation, which had been instructed by the French government
to work out the program of the conference, thought it advis¬
able to include the study of methods that might serve to-
prevent the spread of other epizootic diseases. After a gen¬
eral discussion, during the course of which the delegates of
the different governments made known the conditions obtain¬
ing in their respective countries, committees were appointed,
with instructions to prepare and submit conclusions, which
were approved by the conference and presented to the various
governments for ratification. Some of the conclusions lay
down general principles, while others take the form of resolu¬
tions. It appeared that, while complete unanimity was feas¬
ible in certain matters, in other points at issue it was

preferable to allow a certain amount of freedom to the indi¬
vidual governments. The most important thing is that each
government be promptly notified of the appearance of any
epizootic disease in a neighboring country, so that it may
take the necessary precautionary measures for its own pro¬
tection. It is equally important that the information on sani¬
tary topics shall be published by the various countries in
accordance with uniform rules and shall be given out as
frequently as possible. Formal resolutions relative to this
subject were adopted. The conference recognized also the
desirability of a common bond of union being established
between the scientists throughout the world whose double
aim it is to discover preventive and curative measures
whereby the spread of epizootic diseases may be effectively
opposed. Thus every scientist can keep himself informed in
regard to the work undertaken and the results secured in
other laboratories. He will be able to experiment under con¬
ditions often just a trifle different from those under which
the experiment was first done. Thus he can control the value
and efficiency of work undertaken and results obtained else-

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a Florida International University Medical Library User  on 05/29/2015


